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SUBJECT: OECD ROAD RESEARCH PROGRAM BUREAU OF STEERING 
COMMITTEE MEETING, FEBRUARY 23, 1978 

1 . DURING THE OECD RESEARCH PROGRAM BUREAU OF STEERING 
COMMITTEE MEETING IN PARIS ON FEBRUARY 23, THE FRENCH, WITH 
SUPPORT OF THE UK AND GERMAN DELEGATIONS, SUGGESTED THAT 
THE U.S. (THE PILOT COUNTRY) CONSIDER CHANGING THE TERMS 

OF REFERENCE FOR THE UT3 GROUP ON EVALUATION OF PERFORMANCE 
OF URBAN PUBLIC TRANSPORT RESEARCH. THEY WANTED IT CHANGED 
FROM "THE STUDY OF CITIES WITH MORE THAN ONE MILLION 
PEOPLE" TO "CITIES WITH ONE MILLION OR LESS". 

2. DOT/UMTA HAS CONSIDERED THE REQUEST AND REGRETS THAT 
IT CANNOT CONCUR IN THE SUGGESTION. IF THE DESIRE IS TO 
ELIMINATE THE VERY LARGEST CITIES, LONDON, PARIS, NEW YORK, 
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ETC., BECAUSE OF THEIR UNIQUENESS AND THE DIFFICULTY OF 
ABSTRACTING OR GENERALIZING FROM THEIR EXPERIENCE. WE COULD 
AGREE. HOWEVER, DOT WOULD LIKE FOR THE STUDY TO FOCUS ON 
RAIL AS WELL AS BUS PRODUCTIVITY. IN THE U.S. THERE ARE 
FEW, IF ANY, CITIES WITH A POPULATION OF ONE MILLION OR 
LESS WITH A RAIL SYSTEM ON WHICH WE COULD MAKE SUCH A 
STUDY. VANCE 
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